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I nternational Art + Technol ogy Festival.
Scotti sh/ Russi an col | aborati on.

MACHI NI STA GLASGOW 2004

- Machines as artists — Artists against machinic standards — Full screen robovision -

OFFLI NE EVENTS: 7-9™ MAY 2004

The Machinista festival celebrates artificial intelligence in the Arts,
presenting an international selection of works where Artists and
Machi nes explore their changing roles within the creative process.

Initiated in the renote City of Permin the Uals (closed to westerners
and Russians until 1992 due to its sensitive industries) the first
Machi ni sta festival (April 2003) achieved international recognition on
a budget of $6000. The open online subm ssion format of the festival
provided a new curatorial strategy to attract and represent Al artists
and scientists fromdiverse backgrounds on its web gallery and CD-rom

G asgow based artist group Pointless Creations were the only non-
Russian performers to make it to the event and the plan to further the
next festival with an extended offline event was then fornul at ed.

Machi nista 2004 is currently being developed as a coll aborati on between
the original Russian teamand a newly forned Machi ni sta A asgow group.

Qur experience lies in art event organising using alternative
curatorial strategies (taking part in projects such as: The Chateau
,Free gallery, and Switchspace). Wth this project, we are trying to
join forces with theoreticians, open source programmers,free party
organi sers, Low to No budget filmmuakers, Hacktivists and other artist
collectives interested in contributing to an anbitious cross discipline

international programme. G asgow s offline festival will provide a
andmark in the emergence of a thriving interdisciplinary network as
well as long term benefits for a variety of Scottish artists,

scientists and organi sations.

Mai nstream and alternative venues have already comited to the project
whilst a network of experts and volunteers have pulled resources
together during a successful series of events (Pointless Cinem)
conceived as a build-up to the festival.

www. machi ni sta.org (i n devel opnent)
www. machi ni sta. ru/en

www. machi ni st a. org. uk

WWW. poi nt | esscreations. co. uk

www. chat eaugat eau. co. uk
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MACHI NI STA 2003

Subj ect of the "Machinista 2003" international festival is
the new interaction of machinic and human in art and
culture. The focus is on a machine as a human artist's co-
aut hor, or as an independent author and a contender for its
own spot under the sun of art.

In its first edition over 120 artists uploaded their work
(artistic software, video docunentation, website/link,
showeel) on the online gallery which was then conpil ed
onto a CD-ROM acting as a directory for an emergi ng network
for digital artists within this field.

Organised in Russia (PermUral region and Moscow) by nedia
artist/ curator Sergei Teterin, the small Machinista team
has used a web-based curatorial strategy to attract
wor | dwi de interest on a snall budget.

In 2003, there were 3 categories:

- the machine as the arti st

- the machi ne as the co-aut hor

- human VJs versus visualiser software.

A category supervisor conmttee selected the best entries
who received prizes and extended reviews on the festival’'s
CD-ROM The final events took place in Permand Mdscow
where screenings, installations, presentations and club
events were organi sed and attracted ent husi asti c audi ences
and international press.

Sonme category wi nners included: Open source nusic software,
chat-bots, web identi-kits, spray painting robots,
interactive installations, visualiser software, autononous
art software, politically nodified PC ganmes, and a russian
vi sual rap anongst others.

4 Scottish audio-visual artists (Pointless Creations)
received a SAC travel grant to performat the event and
research the possibility of holding a simlar event in
Scot | and.
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MACHI NI STA 2004

Buil ding up on its success and its versatile online nature,
Machi nista is gearing up to become a mgrating festival
organi sed as a coll aboration between the Russian online
team and offline hosts in a new country each year

2004 Cat egori es:

1."Art fromthe Machi ne: gleans of the inhuman".

Wrks created conpletely or nostly by a machi ne.

2."Artists against machinic standards". Br eaki ng,
destroyi ng, hacking, unexpected (non-utilitarian?) usage of
customary progranms as an art experinent.

3."Ful |l - Screen Robovi sion". Mving i mage wor ks
(experinmental imging, audiovisual code, short filmns,
animation and VJ mxes) illustrating “the world as ‘seen
by the machi nes”.

The Machini sta 2004 offline event is currently being
devel oped by David Bernard (Pointless Creations), Robb
Mtchell (Free Gallery, The Chateau) and a 10 strong uk-
based team of curators, consultants and event organisers
within the newly formed Machi ni sta d asgow 2004 not for
profit organisation.

The 2004 offline event is planned to take place over the

7-9 may 2004 weekend and will include:
- opening/ tal ks/ screening event (CCA + d asgow Sci ence
Centre)

- 3 performance/ installation clubnights (Arches, The Art
School , Warehouse)

- exhibition ( CCA or nobile, The Arches foyer)

- Machini sta DVD producti on.

- A conprehensive website docunenting/ pronmoting the
events.

The event will involve 3 comm ssioned artists fromthe
Machi ni sta sel ection, 4 organisers fromthe Russian
team 4 UK based event curators, selections of festival
entries and 6 category supervisors (1 russian + 1 UK per
category).



MACHI NSTA FESTI VAL BUI LD- UP

- CALL FOR CATEGCORY SUPERVI SORS: (deadline 15 october 2003)
2 supervisors per category (1 fromthe offline G asgow team 1 from

t he Russian online team.

Category Supervisors will conpile a witten report for the festival
publication as well as presenting the selection during the panel.
Category supervisors will receive a fee of £150 + travel.

Machi ni st a. or g. uk

- LAUNCH OF MACHI NI STA 2004 EVENT: (Nov 2003)

A Pointless Cnema (#3) event dedicated to the work produced for

Machi ni sta 2003 will be organised at the Chateau with perfornmances from
Scottish artists who subnitted pieces for last year's show. Present at
the show via weblink Sergey Teterin, festival organiser, introduced the
2004 edition and reveal ed the new program

LAUNCH OF MACHI NI STA. ORG VEBSI TE: (Jan 2003)

Desi gned by the Russian team and based on the existing site
(machinista.ru), the site will contained the 2004 thene and call for
new artworks. All uploaded work will be exhibited on the online

gal lery. Deadline for works submission: 28" febuary 2004.

- ARTI STS SELECTI OV BOOKI NG

Submi ssi on deadl i ne: 28'"" Feb 2004 (nmachi nista.org website)

Sel ection wi nners announced: March 2004 (nachinista.org website)

The category winners are selected after screening/deliberation fromthe
russi an/ uk category supervisors who will produce witten pieces to be

included in the festival brochure.

Artists/perforners contacted and booked: March 2004 (machini sta gl asgow
t eam

The performance programis conpl eted by the event curators in

col | aboration with the Russian and UK category supervisors. Booking

of fers and vi sa/ administration work undertaken by the d asgow

or gani sers.

- LAUNCH OF FULL MACHI NI STA. ORG. UK WEBSI TE/ BROCHURE (march

2004)

The G asgow event website containing all events information and revi ews
of the featured artists. A dynanmic Flash based site to suit the
festival theme designed by Pointless Creations. The brochure and

associ ated pronotional material will be produced and tied in with the
website by G aphic designer FIS$T.

- MACHI NI STA CD- ROM AND DVD. (rel ease April 2004).

The CD-romwill contain all subm ssion as an extended offline version
of the website to be distributed for free, designed by the Russian web
designers. The DVD will contain 90 m nutes of the best visuals produced
for the V) category of the festival. The authoring will be undertaken
by d asgow vi sual i sation conmpany Once Were Farners.



MACHI NI STA FESTI VAL EVENTS

- MACHI NI STA OPENI NG / SCREENI NG EVENT.

CCA Friday May 7th 2004, 5-7pm £1. (tbc)

Curator: Robb Mtchell Panel: Category supervisors (Al, Visuals),
Russi an and uk organisers, invited artists.

Event presentation, selection and category w nners
presentation, DVD extract screening.

- MACHI NI STA SEM NAR Al, A-Life and Energent Systens in the
arts. d asgow Science Centre (tbc). Saturday May 8th 3-7pm
Curator : Josh Hale

- MACHI NI STA EXHI BI TI ON.

CCA and/or Mbile exhibition, Arches foyer (1 nonth)
Friday to Sunday

Curator: Torsten Lauschmann

Interactive display of the machinista.org website / CDrom
containing all entries.Features on the category w nners.
Intervention by invited artists. Screening of the DVD.

- MACHI NI STA | NSTALLATI ONS/ PERFORMANCE/ SOUNDSPACE.

Body Mechani c: Techno Theatre/ cabaret.

Friday May 7th 2004, 9pm 3am £6 (tbc)

Venue: The Warehouse (Finni eston, thbc)

Curator: Geral dine G eene/ Radar.

Featured guest artist/ Machinista produced artwork, DJs/
VJs, installations.

- MACHI NI STA | NSTALLATI ONS/ PERFORMANCE/ MULTI - CLUB

Al nusic cl ub.

Sat May 8th 2004, 1lpm 3am £6 (approved by GSASA)
Venue: d asgow School of Art

Curator: Marianne G eated/

Eskrima (Electronica) + Divine (60's sci-fi)+ freaknoves
(robotic hip-hop) C ubnights.

Featured guest artist/ Machinista produced artwork, DJs/
VJs, installations.

- MACHI NI STA SUNDAY SCCI AL.

Robovi si on Lounge.

Sun May 9th 2004, 4pm 12pm £5 (tbc)

Venue: The Arches (thbc)

Curator: Rod McLachlan / AVIT conmunity(Vjcentral.com.
Featured guest artist/ Machinista produced artwork, DJs/
VJs, installations. Intervention from Russian organi sers.



MACHI NI STA G_LASGOW TEAM

Aside fromthe Russian organisers who will be devel oping the

i nternational program and website, the d asgow event has secured
commitment fromthe follow ng individuals:

MANAGEMENT:
-Davi d Bernard: (audio-visual artist, Pointless Creations).
duti es: Techni cal director, venues co-ordinator, artist networking.

Vi sual s Category Supervisor, technical manager, web design.

-Robb Mtchell: (artist, curator, Free Gallery, The Chateau)
Duti es: Fundi ng, pronotion, admn, recruitnent.
Tal k/ screening curator.

CURATORS:
-Torsten Lauschmann (software artist)
Duti es: Exhi bi tion curator

-Geral di ne Greene: (event organiser, stage designer, printnaker)
Radar / Poi ntl ess, G ant producti ons.
Duti es: Friday event curator, T-shirt printing.
-Mari anne Greated (artist/ curator, switchspace, inpact arts)
Duti es: Sat ur day event curator.
-Rod McLachl an: ( vJ, cube cinenma founding menber, Big Chill)
Duti es: Sunday event curator.

CONSULTANTS

-Francis McKee: (witer, lecturer, Head of New Medi a @ CCA)
Duti es: festival consultant.

-Josh HALE (PHd Al) — (Researcher , d asgow University)

Duti es: acaden c consultant, conference curator.
-Wllie Sullivan (Canpaign + corporate affairs adviser)
Duti es: busi ness + comuni cati on consul tant.

-@Quy VEALE (MA, pronoter) Duties: Misic consultant

OTHER COLLABORATORS: .

-Caroline Darke (Mhil, 23D notion graphics) - Access Project
-Once Were Farnmers: (digital productions)- Duties: DVD authoring.
-Ben Longstaff (aka FI$T): (graphic designer, printmaker)

-Rachel Graham d asgow School of Arts events convenor.

-Teresa Dillon (performer, Nesta futurel abs),

-Clem Ceci | (The Times Mscow correspondent)

-Jay-go + Sil o designs (the Chateau/ Pointless)

An online workgroup has been set to share resources and co-
ordinate efforts since septenber 2003.



MACHI NI STA. ORG TEAM
The origi nal Machinista organi sers and new cat egory
supervi sors.

ORGANI SERS
-Sergey Teterin: Media Artist and Curator from Perm
Festival director

- Danya Lebedev: co-ordinator, Fundraiser

-Danja Vasiliev + Sonia Mavzal evskaya:
Web designers + support

CATEGORY SUPERVI SORS

1: Machines as Artists

-Janes Coupe (UK) (AHRB funded Media Artist, senior

| ecturer at South Bank University)

-Roman Arefiev (KAZ) (Art manager/ progranmer for Soros
center for Contenporary Arts)

2: Artists against Machinic Standards

-Maria X (uk/ G eece)(Cyber-Theartre artist, Media Arts
festival organiser/ Fouros/ Medi @erra)

-Rustam Sabirov (RU) (Editor of Mbdscow nagazi ne Fakel)

3: Full Screen Robovi sion

-David Bernard (uk/ Fra) (Audio-Visual instrunents designer
and performer/ Pointless Creations)

-Vadi m Epstein (RU) (VJ and Video art curator)



